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02 February 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

The Department for Education has recently issued national guidance advising that mobile phones should no longer be
permitted in schools. As the Secretary of State has stated, “all schools should be phone-free environments for the entire
school day.” This decision has been made to support students’ learning, reduce distractions, and promote a safer and more
focused environment for all.

In line with this guidance, mobile phones will be banned and must not be seen, heard, or used during the academy day. This
ban will come into force on the first week after half term, on Monday 23 February.

To ensure consistency and fairness, the following sanctions will apply if any student is found with a phone visible or in use:

e The phone will be confiscated immediately.

e The student will receive a detention.

e Parents or carers will be required to collect the phone from the academy; it will not be returned directly to the
student.

® Refusal to hand over a phone will continue to result in an escalated sanction.

We believe this change which is supported by research and evidence, will bring significant benefits to our student community,
including:

e Improved concentration and learning: Students can focus fully on lessons without the distraction of notifications or
social media.

e Better social interaction: Without phones, students are more likely to engage with one another face-to-face, building
stronger friendships and communication skills.

o Reduced misuse: Removing visible phones helps prevent issues such as inappropriate messaging, social media
conflicts, or the sharing of unsuitable content.

e Enhanced wellbeing: Students are less exposed to the pressures of constant online activity, supporting a calmer and
healthier academy environment.

e Greater safeguarding: The risk of unauthorised photos or recordings being taken in the academy is eliminated.

As phones are no longer permitted in the academy, if there is evidence of a child using their phone to make or receive calls
(including from parents or carers), the above consequences will apply. We do, however, understand that there may be
exceptional circumstances where you need to contact your child, or your child needs to contact you. In such cases, the
academy has a landline phone available, and we will ensure communication is made directly. Please help your child by only
contacting them through reception on 0121 329 4600.

To enable this change to take place with the minimum disruption we need your support to work with us. By working together,
we can ensure that our students remain focused on their education, safe and free from unnecessary distractions.

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding.

Yours sincerely,

Matthew Godwin
Principal - For and on behalf of Tove Learning Trust
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